Borough of Palmyra
April 20, 2015- Monday
CALL TO ORDER.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

ROLL CALL.

PRESENT: Mayor Scheffler, President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.


ABSENT: Ms. Kane (student representative).
MOMENT OF SILENCE.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS STATEMENT

Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given 

by the Borough Clerk in the following manner:

A. Posting written notice on the official bulletin board at the Palmyra Borough Hall

on January 7, 2015.
B. Mailing written notice to the Burlington County Times, and the Courier Post Newspaper on January 7, 2015.
C. Notice to All Council Members.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES-   Ms. Arnold requested a correction to the minutes of April 6, 2015; page 5 paragraph should state the highest and best use, page 8 should be reflective paint in crosswalks.  Ms. Arnold also had some corrections to the executive session minutes. Mr. Rosenberg recommend that they be discussed in executive session. Mrs. Tait made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of April 6, 2015 with the changes, Mr. Nowicki second the motion. All members voted in favor with President Dobbs and Mr. Bostock abstaining. 
CORRESPONDENCE.
A.  Proclamation-Mayor Scheffler announced that April 22, 2015 is Earth Day.
B. Department of Transportation-South Broad Street Improvements-Mayor Scheffler

reported that the Borough had received $196,000.00 from the Department of Transportation for the South Broad Street project. Mayor Scheffler thank Assemblyman Singleton for lobbying for Palmyra for the funds. 
C. Mayor Scheffler read a thank you card from Mrs. Hitchcock to the tax office for their

help with her rebates. 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 2015 BUDGET.
A. Resolution 2015-87, Resolution Provide That The 2015 Budget May Be Read By Title.
Mr. Howard made a motion to approve the resolution, Mrs. Tait second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Mayor Scheffler gave some background on the budget. The budget was introduced at the March 7th meeting and that the state has approved the budget. There will be a slight tax increase over last years. The average home will be $15.99.
Mr. Nowicki made a motion to open the public hearing for the budget, Mr. Bostock second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Rader-Harbour Drive inquired if the community center accordion door is included in the capital budget? Mayor Scheffler explained that it was included last year, but that council has not authorized the spending of the funds. Mr. Gural explained that it was approved in the bond ordinance last year and that the next step would be a resolution of council to approve the purchase. Mr. Rader discussed that 38% of the cost of the door is engineering, and can the Borough staff do it for less. 
No one else wishing to be heard, Mrs. Tait made a motion to close the public portion, Mr. Howard second the motion. 
B. Resolution 2015-97, Resolution Authorizing The Adoption Of The 2015 Municipal
Budget. Mrs. Tait made a motion to approve the resolution, President Dobbs second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.



NAYES: None. 
ORDINANCE ON SECOND READING
A. Ordinance 2015-3, An Ordinance Rescinding Ordinance 2013-14-Ordinance Requiring
The Inspection, Registration And Licensing Of Residential Rental Properties In the Borough Of Palmyra, Ordinance 2013-23-Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-14, Ordinance 2013-17-Ordinance Requiring The Issuance Of A Certificate Of Occupancy Upon The Sale Of Any Residential Property, Ordinance 2013-25-Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-17. Mayor Scheffler encouraged Borough Council to pull the ordinance and requested a new ordinance that would amend the current ordinances at a later date. Mr. Nowicki inquired as to what changed since the March 2nd meeting. Mayor Scheffler explained that a lot of the community supports the ordinances. Mr. Nowicki explained that the original argument was to rescind the ordinances due to a conflict of interest with Ms. Arnold that may allow the ordinances to be challenged. Mayor Scheffler replied that she has questions about the risk, but will ask council to reintroduce the ordinances with amendments requested by the lawsuits. Mr. Nowicki inquired if there are numbers available that show that the housing stock is up and that more homes are being sold. Mr. Nowicki discussed that it seems that a political statement was made to introduce this ordinance and that if there is a risk to the ordinances, they should be rescinded and Council should start over with new ordinances. Mayor Scheffler explained that it is a balancing act to be fair to all residents and that rescinding the current ordinances is not fair to the residents that have to live in or next to rental properties that are not maintained. Mr. Nowicki replied that it smacks of politics. Mr. Bostock inquired as to what the Mayor would like to do with the ordinances. Mayor Scheffler replied that she would like to have new ordinances amending the current ordinances introduced with the necessary amendments. Mr. Bostock inquired if the landlords were consulted when the current ordinances were put together. Mayor Scheffler explained that she had met with a group of landlords and that the real estate organization had also given comments. Ms. Arnold discussed that when the ordinances were first discussed she had requested that a cross section of landlords and real estate agents get together to discuss the ordinances and was not a part of the discussions. Mayor Scheffler explained that this issue was discussed several times at council meetings and also she attended meetings outside of council on the issue. Mr. Bostock discussed that he had reviewed an inspection report from a home in the Borough and that he is in favor of inspections for public safety items from the states code, but is not in favor of basic maintenance or cosmetic issues. Mayor Scheffler explained that they are from the state code and that council should not be involved in the process of enforcing the BOCCA code. Mr. Bostock explained that maintenance codes that are not a safety issue should not hold up the owner receiving a certificate of occupancy. Mayor Scheffler explained that the ordinances do allow for temporary certificate of occupancy and that it is between the buyer and the seller who handles the repairs. Mr. Nowicki discussed that the council has heard at the meetings about one case of an inspection holding up a sale of a home and that there could be others that council is not aware of. Mr. Nowicki explained that many seniors are relying on the fact that they can get out of their homes and if they have to spend a lot to get a certificate of occupancy, they will lose that value. Mayor Scheffler explained that the majority of towns have inspections for the resale of the properties. Mayor Scheffler discussed that the amended ordinances could be less restrictive if that is what council decides. Ms. Arnold inquired when the council would be given the amendments. Ms. Arnold inquired from Mr. Rosenberg if the lawsuit has been finalized with the landlords. Mr. Rosenberg replied that it has been agreed to, but that the papers have not been signed yet. Ms. Arnold discussed that all information was apparent before and that more thought should have been given to the existing ordinances. Ms. Arnold discussed that a conflict of interest was brought up for the reason for this ordinance and if it is pulled then what happens to the conflict of interest charge. Mr. Howard inquired as what Mr. Nowicki would like to see happen with these ordinances. Mr. Nowicki explained that there was a heavy handed approach to these ordinances and that there is a lot of push back. Mr. Bostock discussed that there is also the other side of making homes safe for when the police, firefighters or ambulance workers have to respond to these homes and they are unsafe. Mayor Scheffler explained that one of the reasons for the ordinance was at the request of the Chief of Police as well as Mrs. Kilmer. Mr. Nowicki inquired that maintenance of a property should come from code enforcement and that he would like to know how public safety will be improved with these ordinances. Mayor Scheffler explained that Ms. Kilmer cannot just go into a property without a valid reason to inspect that home. Mr. Bostock discussed that he rides his bike during the day and that when he went with the Chief for a ride along at night, the vacant homes and safety issues were entirely different. Mrs. Tait discussed that it is always a give and take and that is how you learn the good and bad of it. Mr. Nowicki explained that he doesn’t want to see residents get hit with the cost of passing the inspections and then council finds out that it is wrong. The ordinances should be elimated till the Borough can get it right. Mayor Scheffler inquired as to what about the residents who have to live next door to a vacant home or an unkempt home. Mr. Nowicki explained that there is a difference between a home that is dilapidated   and just has issues of maintenance and worn exteriors.   Mayor Scheffler explained that the inspectors are not looking at worn exteriors they are concerned with safety issues. Mr. Bostock explained that in the report he saw 90% of the inspection were cosmetic base and that a foundation needing purging is not a safety issue. Mrs. Tait discussed that it is important to have these ordinances. 
Mr. Nowicki made a motion to open the ordinance for the public hearing, Mr. Bostock second the motion. All members voted in favor of the motion. 

Resident (unidentified) said that Mrs. Tait stated that people can bring up issues and that he would like to have an apology from Mayor Scheffler for the comments that she made in the newspaper about his mother’s house instead of talking to him. Resident stated that the Mayor better do it sooner than later. He discussed that Mrs. Taits husband worked on his mother’s house. There is a house across the street that is vacant and needs a lot of work and that he doesn’t see that in the paper. Resident discussed that the violation listed an exposed wire in the basement and that it was actually a wire used for hanging clothes. Resident discussed the assessed value of his mother’s home and the Mayors home and the price per square feet. 

Mrs. Nowicki-Morgan Avenue discussed that she agrees that a property assessed higher should be in better shape. Mrs. Nowicki discussed that the conflict of interest with the ordinances should have been discussed with Ms. Arnold ahead of time and not at a council meeting. She also agrees that the general public did not get a chance to be involved with the adoption of the ordinances. Mrs. Nowicki would like to see the ordinances rescinded and not amended, just start a new process.  Mrs. Nowicki discussed that the ordinance for an inspection of resale will lock her into a house that deteriorates and her children will not be able to sell, since she cannot repair the home herself. There are empty homes on her block and that the Borough is not monitoring them. Mrs. Nowicki discussed that houses are required to have inspections prior to a purchase, so why does the Borough need to inspect them again and that if the concern is public safety than every home in the Borough should be inspected. Mr. Gural explained that when a home is vacant and the Borough is made aware of it, a registration form is sent out and that it cost the bank or owner $500. For the first year and increasing fees each year that it remains empty. There are currently 52 vacant homes that are registered in the Borough. 
Mr. Hinshillwood-Cinnaminson Avenue discussed that the government is telling you what you have to fix in your home or they will place fines on it. There is no reason that the government should tell you what to fix.  Mr. Hinshillwood discussed that he doesn’t agree with it and that it sounds like an illegal search. Mr. Hinshillwood explained imagine what would happen if you had to sell your home and couldn’t repair it. Mayor Scheffler replied that you can get a temporary certificate of occupancy. 

Mr. Rainer-Riverton discussed that the Borough has Borough Hall and that it needs repairs and that they do not have the money to fix it, so homeowners are in the same fix. Mr. Rainer inquired as to how many homes have been repaired since the Chief did the drive around with councilmembers. Mr. Rainer discussed that nothing has been done and yet a woman was required to paint her garage windows. Smoke detectors are a requirement and most of the time a tenant knocks them down or doesn’t replace the battery. Mr. Rainer explained that it should be the tenants responsibly to make sure of the smoke detectors not the Borough. Mr. Rainer discussed that the Mayor’s house has a gutter falling down and that the past president of council house is in need of repair. Mayor Scheffler explained that she encourages Code Enforcement to give her a violation if something is not correct. 
Resident- explained that his mother is in a nursing home and that he needs to sell the home to pay for the nursing care. He had a buyer but the buyer did not want to make the repairs to the home and that the ordinance wasn’t enforced till April 1, 204 and he had the inspection before that. 

Mrs. Butler-Arch Street-inquired about the ordinance and why council wants to rescind it and replace it with another. Mayor Scheffler explained that there are two separate issues. Council can rescind this ordinance or pull it and that later in the meeting she will ask council to introduce an amendment to the current ordinances. Mrs.  Butler explained that she had been asking council for years to do something about the vacant houses in the Borough. There are five properties on Arch Street that are just sitting there and falling down. Mayor Scheffler explained that the Borough can only maintain the outside of the vacant homes and that the banks would rather pay a fine than fix the homes. Mrs. Butler inquired about an individual homeowner and selling their home. Mayor Scheffler explained that the house can be sold as is, but no one can live in the home till a certificate of occupancy is approved. Mayor Scheffler explained that the Borough is trying to get the vacant homes and the rentals taken care of repair. Mrs. Butler inquired if the Borough can just make it specific to those homes. Mayor Scheffler replied that all residents have to be treated fairly and that the inspections are for sale of the home or a change in tenant if it is a rental. Mrs. Butler discussed that the neighborhood is going down and that there are houses for sale but no one wants to buy them next to a rundown home. Mayor Scheffler explained that the Borough cannot take a vacant home and that the banks are required to maintain the homes they have registered. The funds go toward public works for having to cut the grass and that code enforcement can only look for outside repairs unless they are given permission to enter the home. Mrs. Butler discussed that she is concerned about the residents of Palmyra not the owners who live out of town. 
Resident (unidentified) discussed that the BOCCA code was introduced but never enforced. The Borough should start enforcing the BOCCA code and then build from that. There are a lot of property maintenance issues that the code enforcement officer should be giving violations for. Resident stated that the ordinances should be rescinded and a committee form to review the BOCCA regulations. Mayor Scheffler explained that the BOCCA code from the State is a guideline for the inspections and that Mrs. Kilmer requested these ordinances to give her some teeth to enforce the issues. Resident replied that the BOCCA code should be enforced 100%. 

Mrs. Nowicki-Morgan discussed that there is a history of inconsistently and lack of code enforcement. Mrs. Nowicki inquired as to why the Borough cannot go through the county health department to enforce some of the issues. Mrs. Nowicki explained that if she understands the ordinance correctly, the homeowner gets a buyer, the bank approves the mortgage, the buyer gets an inspection done before the sale and it shows that $30,000 of work has to be done, so now the price of the home has to be dropped to cover the work. Mrs. Nowicki discussed that the ordinances should be rescinded and that a committee should be form with people from all walks of life. Mayor Scheffler explained that Mrs. Kilmer requested the ordinance to help improve the housing and also for public safety reasons. 

Resident (unidentified) discussed that everyone is complaining about vacant properties so the Council should start there, banks have deep pockets.

Mrs. Washington-Legion Avenue discussed that she has been a renter and now a homeowner. She had a stove when she rented that didn’t work and also exposed wires. The landlord was relented to fix them. If there had been inspections, he would have been required to fix the issues. Mrs. Washington discussed that the Borough needs to figure out what it is going to do and move forward. Not everyone is going to be happy with the final outcome. 

Mrs. Butler inquired what the fee is for the ordinance. Mr. Gural replied that it is a $110.00 for the inspection which includes a re-inspection. Mrs. Butler inquired if there is a way the homeowner would know what is required before the inspection. Mr. Gural explained that the Borough uses the BOCCA code as a baseline and that on the website there is a list of items. 

Resident (unidentified) inquired why the $110. Fee before inspection. Mayor Scheffler explained that a lot of people are buying homes and just flipping or paying cash for homes without a mortgage company being involved. Resident would like to see the home inspection done by the buyer to count as the Borough inspections. Mayor Scheffler replied that the Borough is trying to lessen the burden on the residents and agreed that it is not a blanket problem. The home inspection required to give the Borough a copy of the report could be included in the ordinance. 

Mr. Norcross-Temple inquired as to what happens to the lawsuit if the ordinances are rescinded. Mr. Rosenberg explained that it would be up to the landlords to dismiss the suit or the Borough could file a motion to dismiss. Mr. Norcross inquired if the amendments requested are placed in the ordinance will it be settled also. Mr. Norcross discussed that there are about 50 people at the meeting and not all of them are residents of the town that are wanting the ordinances removed.

Mr. Kay-West Second Street discussed that if the BOCCA code is the base of the rental ordinance then it needs to be enforced town wide. The code needs to be enforce. Mr. Kay discussed that the violations should have been listed when council members and the Mayor drove around town with the Chief. 
Mrs. Butler discussed that she is a lifelong resident and that this problem started when people moved away and couldn’t sell their homes, so they started to rent them. Nobody enforced the codes at that time and that Council inherit the problems. Mrs. Butler explained that people need to realize that the landlords that don’t live in the town didn’t fix the homes. Mayor Scheffler discussed that it is time to move on with the ordinances and that the amendments were held up due to the lawsuits by the landlords.  

No one else from the public wishing to be heard, Mr. Howard made a motion to close the public portion, Mrs. Tait second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion.

Mr. Nowicki made a motion to adopt the ordinance, Ms. Arnold second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: Mr. Nowicki, Ms. Arnold.



NAYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Bostock, Mr. Howard.

President Dobbs made a motion to pull the ordinance, Ms. Tait second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:



AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Bostock, Mr. Howard.



NAYES: Mr. Nowicki, Ms. Arnold. The ordinance was pulled from approval. 

B. Ordinance 2015-4, An Ordinance To Exceed Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits
And To Establish A CAP Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14). Mr. Nowicki made a motion to open the ordinance for the public hearing, President Dobbs second the motion. All members voted in favor of the motion. No one wishing to heard, Mrs. Tait made a motion to close the public hearing, President Dobbs second the motion. President Dobbs made a motion to adopt the ordinance, Mrs. Tait second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.



NAYES: None. The ordinance was adopted on second and final reading and will take effect after publication according to law. 
C. Ordinance 2015-5, An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2012-37 An Ordinance
Amending Chapter 230: Solid Waste of the Code of the Borough of Palmyra. (Yard waste). Ms. Arnold discussed that she does not think that tree stumps should be picked up by public works. Mayor Scheffler agreed and request that tree stumps not be included in the ordinance. Mr. Nowicki made a motion to open the ordinance for the public hearing, President Dobbs second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Mrs. Tait made a motion to close the public portion, Mr. Howard second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Mr. Rosenberg explained that it is a formal amendment to the ordinance and that it should be reintroduce on first reading. Mrs. Tait made a motion to pull the ordinance on second reading, President Dobbs second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. 
D. Ordinance 2015-6, An Ordinance Repealing Chapter 90-8.2 Of the Code Of Palmyra
And Removing Ordinance 2011-3 from Chapter 237 of the Code and Relocation of Ordinance 2011-3 in Chapter 90-8.2. Mrs. Tait made a motion to open the ordinance for the public hearing, President Dobbs second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Mr. Howard excused his self from the meeting. 

Ms. Veitheimer-Rowland Street inquired as to what part of the snow removal ordinance this ordinance referred to. Chief Pearlman explained that Chapter 90-8.2 required that all vehicles park on the even side or the odd side of the street during snow removal and that it is impossible to enforce. Chief Pearlman explained that this ordinance relocates Ordinance 2011-3 to the correct section of the code book. Mayor Scheffler discussed that regulating parking during snow storms is hard to regulate and be fair to all residents. Mr. Howard returned to the meeting. Ms. Veitheimer discussed that people should park in their driveways during a snow storm so that the streets can be plowed. Chief Pearlman explained that residents can also park on their front lawns to get their cars off the street. 
Mr. Norcross-Temple Blvd. discussed that he agrees with the Chief and that there are snow emergency routes posted in the Borough for cars to be removed for plowing.

Ms. Arnold left the room. Mr. Nowicki made a motion to close the public portion, Mr. Bostock second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:



AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Mr. Howard.



NAYES: None. The ordinance will take effect after publication according to law. 

ORDINANCE ON FIRST READING. 
A. Ordinance 2015-7, An Ordinance  Amending Chapter 237, Article VI Of The Code
Repealing Chapter 60 Of The Code Amending Section 503(c) Of The Land Development Code And Repealing Section  (V)(h)(1)(a) Of Ordinance 2012-3. (sidewalk). Mr. Nowicki explained that this ordinance added some additional language concerning the timeframe for the repairs to a sidewalk if a Borough tree is involved. Ms. Arnold returned to the meeting. Mr. Gural explained that council can introduce the ordinance and then send it to the Land Use Board for comments before second reading. Mr. Nowicki made a motion to approve the ordinance on first reading, President Dobbs second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Mr. Howard.



NAYES: None.



ABSTAIN: Mrs. Tait. The ordinance was adopted on first reading and will be heard on second and final reading at the council meeting of June 15, 2015 at 7pm after publication according to law. 
B. Ordinance 2015-8- , An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-14-Ordinance

Requiring The Inspection, Registration And Licensing Of Residential Rental Properties In the Borough Of Palmyra, Ordinance 2013-23-Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-14, Ordinance 2013-17-Ordinance Requiring The Issuance Of A Certificate Of Occupancy Upon The Sale Of Any Residential Property, Ordinance 2013-25-Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-17. Mr. Nowicki inquired if council would have the amended changes before next week. Mayor Scheffler explained that they will be emailed to councilmembers to review before the meeting of May 18th .Ms. Arnold inquired as to what changes have been committed to be made. Mayor Scheffler explained that the changes will depend on the agreement of settlement for the lawsuit. Mr. Rosenberg explained that the lawsuit is not settled yet, but that he is confident that it is close to being completed. President Dobbs made a motion to adopt the ordinance on first reading, Mrs. Tait second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:

AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.


NAYES: None. The ordinance was adopted on first reading and will be heard on second and final reading at the council meeting of May 18, 2015 after publication according to law.
C. Ordinance 2015-5, An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2012-37 An Ordinance 

Amending Chapter 230: Solid Waste Of The Code Of The Borough Of Palmyra. (Yard waste). President Dobbs made a motion to reintroduce this ordinance on first reading with the changes requested, Mrs. Tait second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.


NAYES: None. The ordinance will be heard on second and final reading at the council meeting of May 18, 2015 at 7pm after publication according to law.  
RESOLUTIONS- Consent Agenda- Resolution 2015-88 to Resolution 2015-96 will be enacted as a single motion, if any resolution needs additional discussion it will be removed from the consent agenda and voted on separately. Mayor Scheffler read parts of Resolution 2015-90 into the record: 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body now also wishes to provide annually life insurance policies to qualified volunteer Members of the Palmyra Fire Department in recognition of their dedicated, often dangerous commitment to the community; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body authorizes annual life insurance coverage for current LOSAP-eligible Members of the Palmyra Fire Department as approved by Resolution authorizing prior year awards, as well as for all Life Members of the Palmyra Fire Department; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that effective July 1, 2015 the Governing Body of the Borough of Palmyra will provide Life Insurance benefits, including Accidental Death and Dismemberment, to qualified Members of the Palmyra Fire Department in the coverage and/or benefit amount of $30,000 each as proposed by United Healthcare through Colonial Life & Accident Insurance Company.
Mayor Scheffler requested that an additional bill be added to the bill for the Post-Prom event in the amount of $2,000.  Mr. Bostock made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the additional bill, Mr. Howard second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.



NAYES: None.
A. Resolution 2015-88,  Resolution Authorizing A Shared Services Agreement Between  The Board Of Chosen Freeholders Of The County Of Burlington And The Borough Of Palmyra And Authorizing The Mayor To Sign Same.  
B. Resolution 2015-89, Resolution Establishing The Annual Rates Of And/Or Hourly Rates Paid To Borough Employees.

C. Resolution 2015-90, Resolution Authorizing The Purchase Of Life Insurance For Qualified Volunteer Members Of The Palmyra Fire Department. 

D. Resolution 2015-91, Resolution Accepting A Certified List From Palmyra Borough Participating Volunteer Fire Companies For Eligibility In Length Of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) For The Year 2014.
E. Resolution 2015-92, Resolution Authorizing Additional Engineering Services To Environmental Resolutions Inc. For The Sewer Plant Project In The Amount Not To Exceed $8,600.

F. Resolution 2015-93, Resolution Awarding Engineering Services To Environmental Resolutions Inc. For On Call Contracting Services In The Amount Not To Exceed $6,000.

G. Resolution 2015-94, Resolution Awarding Engineering Services To Environmental Resolutions Inc. For South Broad Street Improvements Park Avenue to Public Road Project In The Amount Not To Exceed $76,500.00.
H. Resolution 2015-95, Resolution Authorizing The South Broad Street Improvements Program Be Funded Via And Included In The Capital Projects/Reports On File With The Municipal Clerk.

I. Resolution 2015-96, Resolution Authorizing The Payment Of Bills For The Month Of April, 2015 In The Amount Of $1,327,874.97.
J. Treasurer’s Report. Mrs. Tait made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report, President Dobbs second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. 
May 4, 2015-meeting.-Mayor Scheffler advised council that she was going to be out of town on business on May 4th and would not be able to attend the meeting. Mr. Gural advised council that he also will be out of the office on May 1 and May 4 and will not be able to attend the meeting. President Dobbs made a motion to cancel the meeting of May 4, 2015, Mrs. Tait second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT.
A. Tri-Boro Vets update-Mr. Gural reported that he has prepared a letter to go out to the
Neighbor’s in the immediate area of the Tri-Boro Vets property, advising residents of Borough Council’s intent for the property and requesting feedback from them.   
B. Community Center Storage Recommendations-hold till next meeting.
C. Code Enforcement Status. Applications are being accepted for the position. 
D. FEMA Fire Prevention and Safety Grant. The grant has already been submitted, the

deadline is October.
E. Commercial Sewer Bills & Committee Meeting. The commercial sewer bills have been

issued and any changes that are needed to be made would be retroactive back to this current billing. 
F. Audit-report-Mr. Gural discussed that the Mayor, the CFO and himself attended an

exit conference on April 1 with the auditor, Robert Nehila from Bowman and Company. There was no recommendations with the audit. The receipt of audit will be on the next council agenda. 
G. Senior Walkability workshop update Mr. Gural reported that the actual report from

the sponsors has not been received yet. There was several suggestions made from the seniors who walked around the Borough, one of the main ones was that we need curb cuts outside the doors at Borough Hall. Another suggestion was to paint the crosswalks with reflective paint. 
H. Borough Hall-door project. There is a small storage pod in the back of Borough Hall for

the doors when they arrive. The project has started and should be completed by the middle of May. 
I. Security Cameras. Chief Pearlman discussed that the best vendor for the camera system

is Packetalk LLC of Lyndhurst NJ, they are community based and only do municipal government work. The cameras in Borough hall and the community center will be updated. The cameras at Legion Field will be replaced and new cameras at Ethel Hardy Park and public works will be completed. Some cameras will also be added at the train platform. The cost is about $240,000 and covers everything including the three servers.  Mr. Gural explained that they can start when the funds become available. Ms. Arnold inquired if the cost covers just the equipment. Chief Pearlman replied that it also covers the cost of installation. 
J. Redevelopment-Mr. Gural explained that the website with the redevelopment section is

just about complete and that he hopes to have it live by next week. Council will receive a password to access the site. Mr. Nowicki request that he not be included on this issue due to a conflict of interest.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS.
Mayor Scheffler discussed that she and President Dobbs were teachers for a day at the school. It was a wonderful experience and that she had an opportunity to interact with the teachers and the students.  On Saturday morning there was a clean-up at the Palmyra Cove and that it was planned by the Council’s liaison Hailey Bankowski. The fire department also had a lot of volunteers helping with the clean-up. Mayor Scheffler also discussed that she accompanied President Dobbs and Mr. Howard to the 65th Anniversary of Millers Temple Church Of God In Christ and that all of the churches in Palmyra need promotions for all that they do for the community of Palmyra. 
Public Events- Mr. Howard reported that the restrooms are open at Legion Field, there will be a 5k run and a softball tournament. Ethel Hardy Park is looking awesome and the basketball nets are up. On May 7th Officer Coveleski is being award a Pro-cop award. 

Board of Education-Ms. Arnold discussed that there was a lot of interest and discussion from parents about the changes to the dress code. Charles Street School parents felt that they were not informed about the discussion to elimate the dress code and that they would like for them to remain. Ms. Arnold reported that she had met with the committee about the sign ordinance and that she is still working on welcome packets for new businesses and residents. 

Public Building/Grounds- Mr. Bostock reported that he is still working with Mr. Allen from public works on solar panels and that he is not getting a response from PSE&G on the subject. Mr. Bostock had spoken with Mr. Schwering about putting together the committee to promote business in the town. 

Shade Tree- Mr. Nowicki announced that Friday is Arbor Day at Charles Street School. Mr. Nowicki discussed reaching out to the solar companies that have installed them for colleges. Mr. Nowicki inquired if the punch list for the parks was completed. Mr. Gural will review the list with the engineers. 

Public Events. - Mrs. Tait reported that the 5k race with be held on Sunday starting at the high school. Mrs. Tait discussed that the bleachers at Legion Field are wonderful, but that parents are still placing chairs on the field edge. She is concerned about the chairs sinking into the new turf and causing damage. Mr. Gural will review placing cones or other ideas to let parents know not to sit on the actual turf. Mrs. Tait reported that the art show will be on May 1st along with music for first Friday of the month. Saturday May 2 is Palmyra Day and there will also be a car show that day. The sketch of the mosaic will go on the wall at the center this week and residents can come help with the mosaic tile. 
Public Works/Sewer- President Dobbs reported that the monthly report has been given or email to all council members. The spring clean-up is still going on for the month of April. Public Works is open on Saturdays from 7am-noon. President Dobbs discussed that she enjoyed volunteering as a teacher for the school and that the anti-bullying day was very eye opening and that they should present it to parents also.  
Chief Pearlman informed council that he has requested a formal request from the Board of Education requesting the street to be a one way to help with the flow of traffic at the school. 

Ms. Arnold discussed the conflict of interest and that it came about because of the ordinances, the ordinances should be rescinded and not used. Mayor Scheffler recommend that the discussion be done in executive session. Ms. Arnold would like to discuss it now in public. Mayor Scheffler explained that any member of council has the right to request that a possible conflict of interest is sent to the Division of Local Government Finance Board. Ms. Arnold explained that the previous discussion on the matter was started in the public session and then taken into executive session so the public is not aware of the entire discussion. Mayor Scheffler explained that the ad in the newspaper was done in public and that participating in the landlord lawsuit was a conflict of interest. Ms. Arnold discussed that there was an OPRA request that was filed and that she did not get all the information and is there an appeal process. Mayor Scheffler replied that you can file through the state government records council. Ms. Arnold request Mr. Rosenberg to answer. Mr. Rosenberg explained that it can be filed in superior court or the government records council usually within 45 days. Ms. Arnold discussed that some of the information that was brought out this evening was incorrect. 
PUBLIC COMMENT.   Mr. Nowicki made a motion to open the meeting for public comment, President Dobbs second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. 
Mrs. Washington-Legion informed council that her shade tree was taken of care by public works. 

Ms. Veitheimer-Rowland Street inquired about what work would be done on South Broad Street. 
Mr. Gural explained that there would be reconstruction of the roadway, new curbing, curb cuts and new sidewalks where necessary. Ms. Veitheimer inquired as to why the road projects always included sidewalks and curbs. Mr. Gural explained that Department of Transportation has guidelines for road projects when applying for the grants that have to be followed. Mr. Gural also explained that Borough Council has the right to expand or reduce the work as they deem necessary. Ms. Veitheimer discussed that it doesn’t seem fair for some residents to get new curbs and sidewalks and other homeowners have to pay to have theirs repair when everyone is paying taxes. Mayor Scheffler explained that the Borough engineer does an assessment of the roads and advises council on what roads need attention from the most to the least. Mr. Gural explained that you cannot do a road project without doing the curbs. 
Mr. Rader-Harbour Drive-discussed the issue of the storage at the community center. No one uses the exercise room because it is never opened, so that could be used for storage. Mr. Gural replied that it is open for the seniors to use. Mrs. Tait explained that they are trying to get someone experienced to monitor the equipment so the public can use it, the room cannot just be left open. Mr. Rader explained that the seniors have 95 members and two meetings rooms, the one room is a safety concern since it only has one door. 
Mr. McElwee-Columbia informed council that they are planning a welcome home for a soldier in September at the Charles Street School.

Mr. Kay-2nd Street discussed that most turf fields have what is called a spectator line. This shows parents not to go pass that line with their chairs. If a two inch line was painted down the sideline, parents would not cross it and the referee would make sure of it. 
Resident-has a vacant home next to her and someone comes by and checks on it. The banks do not move on homes due to the pricing owed. 
No one else wishing to be heard, Mr. Howard made a motion to close the public portion, Mrs. Tait second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion.

CLOSED SESSION. 

Resolution 2015-98, Resolution Excluding the Public From Certain Meetings Pursuant To
 Section 8 Of the Open Public Meeting Act C. 231 P. L. 1975. (Litigation.). Mr. Nowicki made a motion to approve the resolution, President Dobbs second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:

AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.


NAYES: None. Council went into executive session at 10:03pm.

Council returned to public session at 10:19pm.
ADJOURNMENT. Mr. Nowicki made a motion to adjourn, Mr. Howard second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion.  
