Borough of Palmyra
May 18, 2015- Monday
CALL TO ORDER.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

ROLL CALL.

PRESENT: Mayor Scheffler, President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.


ABSENT: Ms. Kane (student representative).
MOMENT OF SILENCE.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS STATEMENT

Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given 

by the Borough Clerk in the following manner:

A. Posting written notice on the official bulletin board at the Palmyra Borough Hall

on January 7, 2015.
B. Mailing written notice to the Burlington County Times, and the Courier Post Newspaper on January 7, 2015.
C. Notice to All Council Members.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- May 4, 2015(reg. & exec). President Dobbs made a motion to approve the minutes from May 4, 2015, Mrs. Tait second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. 
CORRESPONDENCE.
A. Thank you letter from Anthony Berkley-Mayor Scheffler explained that Mr. Berkley

had donated two benches to be installed along the river in memory of his mother, MaryAnne Berkley and his brother Ken Berkley.  Public works installed the benches looking out over the river. 
B. Thank you letter from Charles Street School-The Borough received a thank you letter

for Tom Ryan, Director of Public Works thanking him for the assembly program “Professor W’s Earth Science Circus” dealing with recycling, reduce and reuse. 
C. Memorandum from Chief Financial Officer-Bond Anticipation Notes. The Mayor read

the memorandum into the record:

MEMORANDUM

TO:
Borough Council of the Borough of Palmyra, in the County of Burlington,

New Jersey

FROM:
Donna A. Condo, Chief Financial Officer

RE:
Sale of $7,178,700 Bond Anticipation Notes, 2015 Series A

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:2-28, the undersigned chief financial officer of the Borough of Palmyra hereby reports to the governing body of the Borough of Palmyra the principal amount, interest rate and maturity of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the Purchaser:

	PRINCIPAL AMOUNT INTEREST RATE:

MATURITY DATE: PRICE OBTAINED: NET INTEREST RATE:

NAME OF PURCHASER:
	$7,178,700.00 1.50%

October 6, 2015

$7,201,312.90

0.749%

TD SECURITIES


The undersigned sold the referenced Notes at a public sale pursuant to authority granted in Ordinance Nos. 2008-10, 2009-27, 2012-16, 2012-15, 2011-18, 2013-07 and 2013-21. This report is being made to the governing body at the next meeting thereof after such sale in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:2-28.DATED: May 5, 2015

D. Annual Governor’s Occupational Safety & Health Award Program-Tracy Kilmer was

presented a plaque from the State of New Jersey Governor’s Occupational Safety And Health Awards Program for a Citation of Merit Award presented to the employees of the Borough for working through the year 2014 without a lost-time injury or illness. Mr. Howard explained that this was the second year in a row that the Borough received this award. 
E. Proclamation-Click It Or Ticket It-May 18-May 31, 2015. The police department will be

Participating in the nationwide Click It or Ticket seat belt campaign from May 18-May 31, 2015. 

Mayor Scheffler recognized Mrs. Tait and Mr. Howard and Chief Pearlman for their efforts with Palmyra Day. Mayor Scheffler thanked all the businesses and residents that helped with the event. President Dobbs thank the public works department for an excellent job with the clean up after Palmyra Day. Mayor Scheffler announced that this coming Monday is Memorial Day and that there will be a ceremony at the War Memorial Committee honoring the veterans that will begin at 10am.  
PROFESSIONAL UPDATES.
A. Environmental Resolutions-William Kirchner reported on the road project for South

Broad Street to Public Road. NJ Transit required that the surveyor’s attend a training session for working along the railroad tracks. Mr. Kirchner explained that the location of the welcome to Palmyra sign has to be approve by NJ Transit since they own the location. Ms. Arnold inquired if there was a timeline for the sign. Mr. Kirchner will let council know as soon as he hears back from NJ Transit. 
B. CGP & H-Mr. Gural gave the report for CGP & H. there is a grant available for a

resource officer in the school system, but the grant is very competitive and there is a high chance that the Borough will not be awarded the grant. Mr. Gural explained that it is not feasible for the Borough to spend funds to apply for the grant knowing that they will not get it. Mr. Nowicki inquired about grants for body cameras for the police department. Chief Pearlman explained that the grant money will go to large towns. 
C. Environmental Resources Management-Mr. Nowicki stepped down from the diasis.

John Hogue informed council that he had attend on behalf of the Borough a round table with the NJ Department of Environmental Protection. Mr. Hogue discussed that the Borough was one of the first to have a BDA in good standing; which allows for extra points on grant applications.  Mr. Hogue explained that there are only a few case managers left at the DEP. He submitted a follow up phase to the DEP in December, 2014 and it is still sitting there. Mr. Hogue will keep council updated as things move along. The Palmyra Cove prefers any work to be done in the late fall. Mr. Hogue discussed the web portal that has been uploaded to the Boroughs website and that there are a few changes with it to make it easier to navigate. Mr. Gural informed council that there is a Brownfield Convention in Chicago in September. There are travel scholarships available for members of council that would like to attend, the deadline is June 3 to apply. Mr. Hogue discussed that the conference is very well attend by developers and professionals interested in Brownfields. 
Mr. Nowicki returned to the diasis. 
ORDINANCE ON SECOND READING. (public hearing).
A. Ordinance 2015-5, An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2012-37 An Ordinance
Amending Chapter 230: Solid Waste Of The Code Of The Borough Of Palmyra. (Yard waste). Mayor Scheffler explained that the original ordinance required the contractor or landscaper to remove the yard waste from the property that they were working on, but the contractors were increasing the prices to the homeowner. Mayor Scheffler requested that the section be amended to allow homeowners to have the yard waste placed at the curb for pick up by public works. Mr. Gural explained that the definition of yard waste will not include fallen trees, tree stumps or grass clippings since public works does not collect these items. Mr. Nowicki made a motion to open the public hearing on the ordinance, Mr. Bostock second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. No one from the public wishing to be heard, President Dobbs made a motion to close the public portion, Mrs. Tait second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. President Dobbs made a motion to adopt the ordinance, Mr. Nowicki second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.


NAYES: None. The ordinance was adopted on second and final reading and will take effective after publication according to law.  


Ordinance 2015-8- , An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-14-Ordinance

Requiring The Inspection, Registration And Licensing Of Residential Rental Properties In the Borough Of Palmyra, Ordinance 2013-23-Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-14, Ordinance 2013-17-Ordinance Requiring The Issuance Of A Certificate Of Occupancy Upon The Sale Of Any Residential Property, Ordinance 2013-25-Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2013-17. Mayor Scheffler discussed rescinding this ordinance. Judge Bookbinder has scheduled a meeting on the landlord litigation for June 3rd and that the ordinance should be held till after the meeting so that everything is included. Mayor Scheffler explained that this ordinance combines two ordinances and that it should be separate ordinances for the rental and another one for a certificate of occupancies. Mr. Gural informed council that he and Mr. Rosenberg attempted to prepare as much detail as possible on the ordinance. Mr. Gural agreed with Mayor Scheffler that the ordinance should be two separate ordinances. There is no litigation ongoing about the certificate of occupancy ordinance and that it could be reintroduced at the June meeting. Mr. Rosenberg agreed that for clarification the ordinances should be separate. Mayor Scheffler requested that Mr. Rosenberg and Mr. Gural have the ordinance ready for the caucus meeting on June 1 for council’s discussion. Mr. Nowicki made a motion to pull the ordinance from the agenda, President Dobbs second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.



NAYES: None. 
RESOLUTIONS- Consent Agenda- Resolution 2015-99 to Resolution 2015-110 will be enacted as a single motion, if any resolution needs additional discussion it will be removed from the consent agenda and voted on separately. Mayor Scheffler pulled resolution 2015-108 and resolution 2015-109 from the consent agenda, to be voted on separately. Resolution 2015-111 will be held till after executive session dealing with personnel. Also Resolution 2015-112, Resolution Recognizing The Combined Efforts of the Palmyra War Memorial Committee and the Palmyra Public Events Committee Regarding the Palmyra High School Essay Contest For The Memorial Day Observance will be added to the consent agenda. Mr. Howard requested that Resolution 2015-106, be pulled for executive session under contracts. President Dobbs made a motion to approve Resolutions 2015-99 to 2015-105, and resolution 2015-107, 2015-110 and 2015-112, Mr. Bostock second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard. 



NAYES: None. 

A. Resolution 2015-99, Resolution Authorizing Receipt of Audit For 2014.
B. Resolution 2015-100, Resolution Authorizing Cancellation Of Municipal Certificate Of Sale for Block 74, Lot 5.
C. Resolution 2015-101, Resolution Approving Contract Change Order #2 for THOR Construction Group LLC Improvements To Legion Field/Ethel Hardy Park Adjusting Built Quantities And Adding A Sunshade to Legion Field Tot Lot At No Additional Cost.
D. Resolution 2015-102, Resolution Requesting Approval Of Items Of Revenue And Appropriation NJSA 40A: 4-87 Chapter 159(CC generator).
E. Resolution 2015-103, Resolution Requesting Approval Of Items Of Revenue And Appropriation NJSA 40A: 4-87 Chapter 159(South Broad St.).
F. Resolution 2015-104, Resolution Requesting Approval Of Items Of Revenue And Appropriation NJSA 40A: 4-87 Chapter 159(Municipal Alliance).
G. Resolution 2015-105, Resolution To Cancel Outstanding Checks For The Borough Of Palmyra Municipal Court. 
H. Resolution 2015-106, Resolution Authorizing Mayor To Execute Memorandum Of Understanding With Real Results Basketball. 
I. Resolution 2015-107, Resolution Amending Resolution 2015-91, Resolution of the Borough of Palmyra Accepting A Certified List From Palmyra Borough Participating Volunteer Fire Company For Eligibility In Length Of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) For The Year 2014.
J. Resolution 2015-108, Resolution Authorizing Additional Twenty (20) Hours At The Rate Of $150.00 Per Hour To Armando V. Riccio. 
K. Resolution 2015-109, Resolution Authorizing The Payment Of Bills For The Month Of May, 2015 In The Amount Of $2,209,484.16.

L. Resolution 2015-110, Resolution Authorizing And Directing The Tax Collector To Issue And Mail Estimated 3rd Quarter Tax Bills, Pursuant to NJSA 54:4-66.2 et seq.

M. Resolution 2015-111, Resolution Authorizing A Settlement And Release Agreement With Robert Brown.

President Dobbs made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-109, Mrs. Tait second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:
AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard. 



NAYES: None. 



ABSTAIN: Mr. Nowicki. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS.
A. Sewer Ordinance Amendments-Mr. Gural explained that the sewer committee has been

considering the amendments to the ordinance that was adopted in 2014 and is providing council with a copy of the discussed changes and suggestions for the ordinance. One of the main suggestions was to add language that every person, citizen and resident of the borough of the age 65 or older as of January 1 of the billing year for primary residence shall be given a credit of $20. on the sewer bill.  Mr. Gural discussed that Gemini Linens pretreats their water before it goes into the system, but they still use the system. Also the committee discussed how to treat mixed use property that may have a storefront and apartments above. The property if it does not have a separate water meter for the commercial part is paying the price for the entire building in regards to the water usage. The annual rate for commercial is $600. per year or $300. per billing. In addition to the base rate they have a semi-annual billing for the water usage, there is no fee for the first 20,000 gallons of water used and an additional fee of $9.28 for every 1,000 gallons of water used in excess of 20,000 up to 35,000 gallons. Mr. Gural explained that the 2014 typical plant flow was 175,000,000. and using the required annual funds to be collected determines that the Boroughs cost to treat 1,000 gallons of sewage was $9.28. The 2015 typical plant flow is 178,150,000.00 and using the required annual funds to be collected determines that the Borough cost to treat 1,000 gallons of sewage was $10.10. Residential properties are paying less than it cost the Borough to treat. Mr. Gural explained that the sewer rate will need to be increased in the next few years to cover the cost. Mr. Kirchner discussed that the council is not being asked to take any action tonight, the committee wanted to let council know the direction they are going. Mr. Kirchner explained that he took the emails about the ordinance and incorporated them into the new draft ordinance. The main change is schedule b under additional fees. The bills for commercial will be based on water usage provide from the NJ American Water Company for usage from September to February, Schedule C is a clarification of additional fees, Schedule D is for pretreated business to at least cover cost and meter flow, the Borough will use the amount that the company is required to report to the state. Mr. Kirchner explained that the majority of towns bill using water usage all year long. Mr. Gural discussed the idea of giving a credit to those that have mixed use for their residential unit, but since it is not offered to all residential it is not a fair process. Vacant properties who use no water still have to pay the sewer bill. Mr. Kirchner explained that there are three options for the mixed use properties: the first would be if residential meter water usage was applied. Second would be mixed use structures received a one-time credit for installing a separate meter for their units. Third would be they continue to be billed as it currently is. Mr. Gural explained that the residential meter is the way to go. Mr. Rosenberg explained that the law says it has to be rational, not perfect, not fair just rationale and that the Borough could use any of the options. Mr. Kirchner recommend that council adopt the ordinance with the requirement that future structures have separate water meters installed for the units. The applicant would have to show the separate water meters on their application to the Land Use Board for approval. The committee will discuss this and look for a first reading next month. President Dobbs requested that council email any suggestions directly to Mr. Gural and he will pass them along to the committee.  
B. Code Enforcement Officer. Mayor Scheffler explained that a lot of applications were

received and that they have been forwarded to the committee for review. Mayor Scheffler reappointed Tracy Kilmer as code enforcement officer till the end of June. 
C. Military Service Medals-Mr. Gural informed council that they have had a lot of calls

about the medals and that a fair amount of people will attend the Memorial Day Observance to receive their medals. Mrs. Nagle is notifying the people who are eligible this time with the date and time. Mrs. Tait explained that due to the printing of the program today is the last day to get on the list for receiving a medal on Memorial Day, the next day they will be given out is Veterans Day in November.  
D. US Bank v. Resident-RCA program-Motion of Entry of Judgment. Held for discussion

in executive session.
E. Borough Hall doors and controlled access-the project with the doors and key fobs
should be completed in the next few weeks.
F. Trash complaints-Mr. Gural requested that Mr. Rosenberg review the recent trash

complaints since option 1 in the contract is approaching.  

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT.
A. User Friendly Budget-Mr. Gural reported that the user friendly is posted on the website

and that it is a requirement of the state. 
B. Tri-Boro Veterans update and appraisal. Mr. Gural informed council that the appraisal

has been completed and that a letter was sent out to the area neighbors for their input. 
C. Annual Report of Taxes- the report was filed by Ms. Johns, tax collector that there were

no outstanding taxes for the year. Mr. Gural discussed that the Board of Education struck the tax rate and that due to the increase in the school budget, the Borough’s payment to them will increase.   
Mayor Scheffler announced that Ms. Weiner passed her state test for tax collector and is now certified and that Ms. Jackson passed her testing for Technical Assistant for Construction. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS.
 Shade Tree- Mr. Nowicki reported that the annual Arbor Day at Charles Street went very well with the planting of trees. 

Public Events- Mrs. Tait reported that a 5k was held and also an Art show with 115 pieces of art. A 12 year old played the piano during the art show. The Community Board on Palmyra Day raised $500. For Special Olympics with the dunk tank. The Memorial Day Observance is on Monday, May 25th at 10 am at the War Memorial. There will be bands playing throughout the summer months at the band shell on Tuesday nights. Mr. Howard discussed that different groups have been working on the Mosaic at the community center. The girl scouts and boy scouts and the seniors have been working on it. The Mosaic will be able to be seen from Broad Street when completed. Mr. Howard thanked Mr. Nowicki for his time spent in the dunk tank on Palmyra Day. 
Board of Education- Ms. Arnold reported that the Board of Education held a meeting at the Charles Street school. The students are focused on spring sports. The construction office is working on the sign ordinance and the code enforcement applications. There is a lot of grass that needs to be cut as well as the vacant properties that need cutting. Mrs. Kilmer is issuing violations to them. 
Public Works/Sewer- President Dobbs discussed that everyone has received a copy of the department’s report and that the public works garage is still opened every Sat. from 7am-noon for residents. President Dobbs thank the public works crew for the excellent clean up in the month of April and also for the clean-up before and after Palmyra Day.  
PUBLIC COMMENT.   Mr. Nowicki made a motion to open the meeting for public comment, Mr. Bostock second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion. 
Mr. Smith-Van Sant Drive inquired about the Route 73 update listed on the agenda. Mayor Scheffler explained that earlier in the meeting John Hogue of ERM gave an update on the portal for developers to use on the website if they are interested in Palmyra. There was also discussion on a brownfields conference in April held in Chicago. 
Mr. Hinshillwood-Cinnaminson Avenue-inquired about the rental ordinance and if council took action earlier in the evening. Mayor Scheffler replied that the ordinance was pulled from the agenda due to an upcoming meeting with Judge Bookbinder and also that the ordinance will be redone into two separate ordinances. Mr. Hinshillwood discussed that council members should have to have their private homes inspected so they know what it feels like. 

Mr. McElwee-Columbia Avenue discussed that the trash company is always leaving a portion of the trash in the bottom of the can and that they do not use the automatic lift for the cans. Mr. McElwee informed council that the spigot on the water for the sprinklers is broken at the War Memorial. Mr. Austin/Public Works informed council that Mr. Ryan had already called the contractor. Mr. McElwee invited everyone to the Memorial Day Observance at the War Memorial and that two (2) fifty dollars gift cards will be handed out to the students that won the essay contest. 
Ms. Veitheimer-Rowland inquired as to why the county has not adopted their budget yet. Ms. Johns replied that they have not even introduced the budget yet and that it is normally done in June or July. Ms. Veitheimer inquired as to why the Borough does estimate tax bills since it will cost additional money for the printing and the postage.  Mr. Gural explained that the estimate tax bills are necessary for cash flow, the Borough still has to pay the school tax every month while waiting for the tax rate from the county. Ms. Veitheimer thank public works for the clean up.  

 No one else wishing to be heard, Mr. Howard made a motion to close the public portion, Mrs. Tait second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion.

CLOSED SESSION. 

Resolution 2015-113, Resolution Excluding the Public From Certain Meetings Pursuant To
 Section 8 Of the Open Public Meeting Act C. 231 P. L. 1975. (Litigation, contracts, personnel). President Dobbs made a motion to approve the resolution, Mrs. Tait second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:

AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard.


NAYES: None. Council went into executive session at 8:35pm.

Council returned to public session at 9:32pm.
Resolution 2015-108, Resolution Authorizing Additional Twenty (20) Hours At The Rate Of $150.00 Per Hour To Armando V. Riccio. 

Resolution 2015-111, Resolution Authorizing A Settlement And Release Agreement With Robert Brown.

Mr. Nowicki made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-108 and 2015-111, President Dobbs second the motion. At the call of the roll, the vote was:


AYES: President Dobbs, Mrs. Tait, Mr. Nowicki, Mr. Bostock, Ms. Arnold, Mr. Howard


NAYES: None. 

ADJOURNMENT. Mr. Nowicki made a motion to adjourn at 9:38 pm, Mr. Howard second the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion.  
